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L E T T E R F R O M
T H E P R E S I D E N T

A

t my school, as perhaps at yours, the days
leading up to Christmas can become somewhat frolicsome. On the last day before our
vacation a student came into my class wearing a Santa cap. Not
unusual in the playful atmosphere of the school tilting toward
our winter break, but this student had gone further than most,
sporting a full body Santa sleeper. Being a shaggy-haired seventeen-year-old not entirely awake yet for A period Caesar class,
he looked much like Santa the day after. I wondered whether we
had it within us to have one more productive day before vacation.
Christmas came and with it Easterlike temperatures throughout
New England. Within a week much of the region had our first
icy, sleety blast of winter. Could the ancients have been thinking
of New England’s weather when they suggested that change was
the only constant?
When a reporter for our school newspaper asked me why
students come to Latin Club, I spoke of students who enjoyed
Latin class so much that they wanted to continue to share the
camaraderie, to gather to learn more about, to celebrate, and to
enjoy the Classics, our common heritage. The same thoughts occur to me when I think of our Annual Meeting. Those of us
who love the Classics and love the company of our colleagues in
CANE find inspiration from each other every March. Coming
at the end of a long winter, this gathering has always inspired me
with new ideas and reaffirmed old friendships as the warm winds
of spring suggest new beginnings.
Working to prepare this year’s meeting has been a profoundly humbling experience, one that has deepened my affection for CANE and my admiration for the generous teachers in
our Association, so learned and talented. Many of you on first
looking at the program congratulated me on putting together
such an excellent array of papers and workshops, as though I
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had had anything to do with it. So many people do the work
to prepare for a successful meeting that it is difficult to single
any out. But certainly the most important groundwork was laid
by our local coordinators Scott Bradley and Chrissie Bell of the
Smith College Classics Department. They juggled more details
than I could keep track of and coordinated with our webmaster
Ben Revkin, whose imaginative help was invaluable in the challenging transition to an online registration format. We are also
indebted to anonymous donors whose generosity supports our
mission, with a particular emphasis on those still in school or
just starting out on their careers. And of course, all of you, who
prepared the papers and workshops and came to learn and grow
and share together. This is a wonderfully spirited group!
Our students are the ultimate beneficiaries of all we do for
each other. It is hard to enumerate every benefit our students receive from their study of the Classics, but surely one thing Latin
students develop over their years of parsing and translating is
a growing sophistication in their ability to talk about how language works. My students struggle sometimes with all the terminology, and it does take many years for them to develop an ease
with it. This year in my Caesar class I have a student who cannot
get his mouth around the term “causal clause,” and invariably
says “casual clause,” to the amusement of his classmates. On the
goofy last day before our winter break, when this student made
his predictable mistake, a witty member of our group gestured
toward our sleepy Santa and said, “Today we have our own casual
Claus.”
May we all be reenergized by spring and enjoy a successful
term with our students!
Sean Smith
President, Classical Association of New England
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